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Gentlemen, 


Hen I confider the Mo- 
tives that made you quit 
France, and the kind 
Entertainment you have 

met with in this Kingdom, I cannot 

but wonder to hear how you now con- 
demn the Principles you formerly pro- 
feſs'd, and fly in the very Faces of 
your Benefactors; whom you revile 
and calumniate, becauſe they will not 
part, as you ſeem to have done, with 
ſuch Tents of their Church, as claim 
and own no other Foundation, than 
that of the Holy Bible it felt. | 

Your Proceeding in this Matter is 
not at all, I aſſure you, for your Cre- 
dit, and may very well deſerve a mo- 
deſt Reproof, even from the beſt of 
your Friends, as well as Thanks from 
the worſt of your Enemies. 

4 1 : Thefe 
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Theſe have ever repreſented you as 
no better than ſuch Republicans, as 
are always walking to and fro in 
the Earth, with this only purpoſe, 20 
devour and deſtroy, and always diſpos'd 
to reſiſt the Powers that are ordained; 
ſuch Republicans, I ſay, as think that 
they only are the Children of Grace, 
the particular Favourites of Heaven, 
and therefore that all the Right of 
Dominion and Power belongs pecu- 
liarly to themſelves. | 


| The Others, in your Defence, have 
} generouſly own'd that many of you 

have openly profeſſed, that, far from 
entertaining any Antimonarchical Prin- 
 Cciplzs, you, as Loyal and Dutiful 
Subjects, conſtantly affirm'd your Aing 
to have Power over your Lives and 
Fortunes, which you ſubmitted to 
him, not only for Wrath, but alſo for 
Conſcience ſake, according to the A- 
poſtles Doctrine; by which you un- 
derſtood that you were in all things 
under the ſtricteſt Obligation to obey 
your Prince, except in Matters that 
related 


„ 


related to your Conſciences, over 
which none but the great God him- 
| ſelf had any immediate Authority. 
Your Friends have alſo farther urg'd, 
in your vindication, that, according to 
this Divine Principle, you have in ever 
thing ſubmitted to your Natural Prince, 
till he became ſo Unnatural as to force 
your Conſciences; and that even then, 
upon ſo provoking an occaſion, you made 
no other Reſiſtance, than what is recom- 
mended and commanded you by the 
Goſpel, viz. When you are perſecuted 
in one place, fly to another; which ma- 
ny, of you have done to your very great 
Detriment and Prejudice; and, even to 
the hazard of your very lives, have run 
through the utmoſt riſques of Fortune, 
rather than renounce that Faith, which 
was once delivered to the Saints; which 
you were {worn to in your Baptiſm, and 
for which ſome of your Country-men 
have ſuffer'd not only Impriſonments but 
_ alſo Death it ſelt. | 
We had reaſon, from your conſci- 
entious Behaviour under theſe Cir- 
: | cumſtances, 
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cumſtances, to believe you were ſin- 
cere in the open Profeſſion you made 
of theſe Meek and Chriſtian Principles: 
and therefore our Church receiv'd and 
embrac'd you as Dear and Worthy 
Members of Her. 

But how long and how far you 
have continued true to the Church 
and Nation that thus receiv'd you, 
is what I will not here determine; 
neither will I pretend to ſay, that 
none of you have perſever'd in the 
Sound and Catholic Doctrine of the 
Church of England, and in that 
Charity and Gratitude which you owe 


the Genuine and Orthodox Members 


thereof : God forbid I ſhould be fo 
| unjuſt to you; for I know ſeveral 
of you, whoſe Conſciences are, at leaſt 
as tender now, as whilſt you were 
under the ſevereſt Perſecution : But, 
modeſtly ſpeaking, I may, I think, 
venture to ſay thus much, that the 
| greateſt number, tho' not the better 
part of you, have unfortunately ſuck'd 
in the malignant Diſtemper that ra- 
h geth 
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geth amongſt a ſer of Men, whoſe 
Religion (if they * be ſaid to have 
any at all) is Rebellion, and their 
Faith, Faction; who are unhappily 
govern'd and influenc'd by ſuch ſiniſter 
and ſelfiſh ends, as will admit of no- 
thing that ſhall any way claſh and 
interfere with their Intereſt, and ſtick 
at nothing, tho* never ſo unjuſt and 
criminal, which may promote and ad- 
vance their wicked Deſigns; for the 
God of this World hath ſo blinded 
their Minds, that they affect and re- 
liſh nothing, but what 1s Senſual and 
De viliſb. [3.44 85 7051112 

This, this is the root of all Evil, 
and which, without Breach of Cha- 
rity, may be ſuppoſed as the princi- 
pal Cauſe of the wretched Folly and 
Ingratitude, the miſerable Errors and 
Miſtakes, you at preſent labour un- 
der, and which to facilitate your 
Cure, I am endeavouring to; diſcover, 
perſwaded as I am, that as in bodily 
Diſeaſes, the firſt ſtep towards the 
Cure, is to know the cauſe of. the 

| | | Malady ; 
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Malady ; ſo likewiſe here it is very 
neceſſary for us to know how your 
minds laps'd into this diſtemper'd Con- 
dition, 1n order to apply the prope- 
reſt and ſofteſt Remedy 1maginable, 
towards the curing of thoſe who are 
not yet paſt Recovery. Te 


Tho? you ſeem to make as it were 
a ſeparate Body in the Nation, not 
only by your manner of dwelling near 
one another, but by your aſſembling 
together in your French Churches, and 
alſo by your diſtin& Language; yet be- 
cauſe you are univerſally naturaliz'd,and 
thereby intituled to the ſame priviledges 

enjoy'd by the Natives of this Land; 
there muſt be no diſtinction made be- 

tween you and other Her Majeſties 
Subjects: And if there be any diffe- 
rence amongſt us in points of Church 
Government, or in Matters relating 
to the Conſtitution and Laws of theſe 
Realms; ther's no doubt but your 
Prudence and Duty, if not your In- 
clination, ſhould oblige you to ſide 
with ſuch as are Eftabliſhed by Law, 


rather 


A 
rather than with thoſe which are 
only tolerated. x 

But contrary to what any body 
might expect from you, we ſee you 
go hand in hand with the Enemies 
of our Church and Conſtitution, We 


hear you brand with the odious 


Names of Papiſts and Facobites, at 
leaſt, the two third Parts of the Na- 
tion, and among them the Nableſt and 
Soundeſt Part of it: And what do 
you do all this for? why ! becauſe ,, 
perhaps ſome of you fancy, that your 
Calumny and Slander will not reach 
very high, but procure you a con- 
ſiderable repute in the Government; 
whilſt in reality you do nothing but 
gratify your | Een by't. I call 
them your Enemies, becauſe I know 
they deſerve no better Title, . and 


am ſure, that far from being friends 


to any of you, tho' you ſhould fa- 
vour their ends never ſv much, you 
will find they axe ſcarce true or juſt 
to one another. Believe me, Sirs, 
your Addreſs and Courtſhip to them 
Sis 2 ar * will 
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(10) 
will not anſwer your expectations; 
for tho' you ſhould part both with 
your Reaſon and Honeſiy to ſerve 
them, yet they will at laſt deceive 
you, and, as they have long ago dealt 


with others, leave you to repetit at 


leiſure, for your being Tools to their 
Avarice, ; 
They are indeed Men of no Prin- 
ciples at all. We have reaſon to know 
them better than you can pretend to; 
for we have often ſeen them, Pro- 
Feus-like , change their Shapes and 


Garbs, as occaſion ſerved. They are 


in reality perfect Wolves, tho? to ſerve 
their turn they can put the Sheep's 
Skin on to Admiration. I remember 
ſome of them were great Facobites 
in the late Happy Revolution, who 
are now zealous Republicans. They 
creep at firſt and cry up Moderation, 
Moderation; but when once they think 
it is paſt Twelve a Clock with us, 
and the Day .is their own, they then 


preſently change their notes, throw 


off the Sheep's Skin, declame againſt 
; Moderation, 


[7 8: I 
Moderation, and talk of nothing but 
Racks and Gibbets, and are for hang- 
ing all that ſtand in their way. 
There are Men amongſt them, 
who pretend to be ſo zealous againſt 
Popery, as to threaten and rail at true 
Proteſtants, under a falſe pretence 
that they are Papiſts in their hearts; 
whilſt they themſelves are ſo far from 
having the leaſt Averſion to the Church 
_ of Rome, that they daily countenance 
and careſs her, in the Perſons of 
profeſs'd Papiſts, who are their boſom 
and deareſt Friends, They have no- 
thing of Religion, but the bare Ti- 
tle of it. They name indeed the Name 
of Chriſt, but depart not from Iniqui- 
ty, being always more ready and 
zealous to ſacrifice to their Intereſt, 
Pleaſure and Luxury, both their own 
and other Men's Souls, than offer up 
in their behalf the Sacrifice of Prayer 
before the Throne of Grace. In ſhort, 
the chief end of their Petitions to 
Heaven (hardly mention'd otherwiſe 
than in their Mirth and Jollity) is 
„ B 2 to 
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to have their Cups always Full, and * 
their Tables ever, ſpread, that they 
may conſume the Fulneſs and Plenty 
thereof upon their Lifts. * 

Theſe are the Men * joyn with 
and depend upon; theſe are the Men 
whole Venom you are fo greedily ſuc- 
king in, to your own Shame and 
Confuſion, But now, let the foun- 
deſt of you view narrowly and ex- 
amine thoſe Enemies of our Church 

and State, and you'll find that what 
they call Principle, is as wide and 
different with them as their Intereſt 
can extend it ſelf, which is as vaſt 
and inſatiable as Hell. 

Beſides; the Men you joyn with 
(tho' ſome of them, to the great ſcan- 
dal of the Church of England,. pro- 
fel} themfelves to be members of Her) 
are elther Deiſts or Socinians, Qua- 
kers and Anabaptifts, with all the 
other diſſenting Se&s, as well as the 
Papiſts themſelves, whoſe only wa 
of ruining and wounding our Church, 
1s their Cunning and Artifice in dif- 
| 5 guiling 


1 
guiſing themſelves and ſtirring up 
againſt Her, the many Sectaries they 
have brought in, and fomented amongſt 
us: And theſe are the Men now 
you careſs, who under the pretence 


- and maſk of Moderation, as Knaves 


pretend to Honeſty, are endeavouring 
and contriving our Ruin and Deſtruction. 
I could quote ſeveral notable Exam- 
ples of Anavery and Immorality among 
them, but I have choſen rather to de- 
{cribe them to you, by their Do&rines 
only; becauſe in all Religions with- 
out Exception, there are Men of ill Mo- 
rals and evil Principles, tho' ſome, as 
the —_ are apt to fkreen and cloak 
their Vices better than other Men. 

But when I ſpeak againſt the Dif- 
ſenters, and thoſe who are not true 
Members of the Church of England, 
] would not be underſtood to mean 
that they are all UEdeligning Men, 
ſuch as have neither Truth nor Good- 
neſs in them, who fear not God, 
nor regard Man Far be ſuch an 
uncharitable Opinion of others, from 
every 
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every true Chriſtian Heart! For I 
know ſeveral conſcientious Biſſenters, 
and ſome honeſt, well-meaning Peo- 
ple among them, as well as among 
you ; who have no thought or in- 
tention of hurting either others or 
JW themſelves, whilſt they are lending 
an helping hand to their crafty and 
cunning Leaders, who ſcruple not to 
blaſpheme both God and the Queen, 
and Mffilſt they loudly proclaim their 
i Zeal fot the Temple of the Lord, 
HE whe with ſuch other Bourefeux as 
the Review and Obſervator ,axe-wor- 
king with all their might the Ruin 
both of the Church and Nation; ſo 
that J may, I hope, without Offence 
be allowed to fix a Character on a 
ſet of Men, which does properly 
belong to the Majority of them. 

Thus having ſhewn you in their 
proper Light, the Men whoſe Infe- 
tion is ſo great and hazardous that 
you will be always in danger if you 
eep near them, for evil Communi- 


cations corrupts good Manners , there 
| remains . 


Tay 
remains to examine the other means 
whereby ſo many of you got the 
Diſtemper. Now as our Bodies, you 
know, are not only liable to out- 
ward Violence, but are within them- . 
ſelves naturally ſick and diſeas'd; fo 
likewiſe your Underſtanding, your 
Will and your Afe&ions are. diſor- 
der'd, not only by the contagious 
converſation of the Men you accom- 
pany with, but even from the 
inward corruption of your hearts, which 
are ſo very obſtinate and rebellious, as 
to reſiſt the Voice of your own Reaſon, 
as well as that of your own Conſciences. 
And here let it be remember'd that 
when you firſt came over into Eng- 
land, you were all very humble and 
religious, but few of you well ſtock'd 
with Money; for which Reaſon, Col- 
leftions were gither'd to relieve you. 
A yearly Penſion was allow'd to the 
better Sort of you, who had not where- 
withal to Iive upon: And Tradeſmen 
had handſome Sums given them to 
ſet them up, and put them into a 
way of Livelyhood. The wg | 

mo 


moſt of whom are continued to this 
very Day, have kept themſelves hum- 
ble and religious, as long as they 
have had no means to 1mprove their 
Stock; but the Tradeſmen, Merchants, 
and Stock-jobbers have thriven ſo ve- 

ry well, that their Proſperity makes 
them forget both their Humility and 

Il Religion: And every body they think, | 
F muſt yield to their Opinions, becauſe 2] - 
they have in their Poſſeſſion ſuch a 
Wonder working Deity, as Gold, by 
whoſe Power and Influence their 
Minds are darken'd and corrypted with | 
falſe Ideas and wrong Notions of things 

the Seeds of Faction and Rebellion; 

and therefore they vainly conclude, that 

the Church aud State muſt needs ſub- 


13 = "I — 
G 45 — S —  — 
©» 
, © * A 
| 'T 
* 
4 N 
Ta 
„ 
| 


— — * 
4 * = a 5 2 
2 2*— rr + ng — 

* 12 e 093 2 — N __ Y : 


q mit to the wild and extravagant Schemes, 
Which their miſguided Zeal and evil 
1 Principles project. ee ee 

They with their Leaders pretend to 


confound us all, with this ſingle Ar- 
gument of theirs ; We the money'd Men 
in the Nation are of this or that Opinion; 
and i others will not follow it, we will 
draw back our Money, ruin all the Credit, 


and 


&. 2 
and let theſe obſtinate Fools flarve with 
all cheir Wiſdom and Religion. "4 

This Way of arguing, Gentlemen, is 
to my certain Knowledge made uſe of 
among you; and let me tell you, tis a 

baſe unworthy Practice in you, and de- 
ſerves much better a juſt Correction, than 
a ſerious Reaſoning with you upon this 
Topick. None you think canrefiſt ſuch 
a confounding; Argument as this; and in- 
dleed in ſome meaſure you are much in 
the right on't; for not many of your poor 
People I dare ſay, whom you that have 
the Money keep ſo much in awe, dare 
talk where you are. Nay ſome among 
you, who arè Men of Letters and Probity, 
and who have no immediate Dependance 
on their Rich Country Men, would be 
© aſhamed to appear before them with O- 
pinions different from theirs in reſpect to 
Religion and Government. In ſnort Gen- 
tlemen; the Influence of money is ſo great 
& powerful among you, that the very Fear 
of diſobliging the rich, makes ſome of you 
actagainſt your Reaſon, and moſt of you a- 
gainſt your Duty and true Intereſt. 

And now, Gentlemen, that the true 

0 Cauſes 
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N Cauſes of your Diſtemper are diſcover'd, 
are you willing to be cur'd? I ask you 


q the Queſtion; becauſe the beſt Advices 


in the World will ſignify nothing, unleſs 
you be willing to uſe the Diet I hall pre- 
{cribe you, which in my Opinion, you 
havegreat reaſon to do, ſince it is deſign'd 
only for your own good. 
Were your Minds ſo hopeleſs and paſt 
Cure, that Care would have been in vain, 
Iſhould have thought it needleſs to have 
troubled my ſelfabout them: But certain- 
Iy they are in that very Condition, which 
of all others makes them fitteſt for any 
Man's Care; and therefore I ſhall omit no 
means in my Power to bring them to their 
former Soundneſs. But if after all my 
pains towards their Cure, you will not be- 
ſtowa little Care upon them your ſelves, 
youas certainly deſerve to periſh, as a Pa- 
tient deſerves to die, who being in ſome 
deſperate Diſeaſe, would take no 
Care of himſelf, nor mind the Rules ſet 
him by his Phyſitians. Conſider this ye 
that forget God, nay, ye that forget your 
ſelves, left be pluck you away, and there 
be none to deliver you. And 
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And having ſaid this, I will now for 
once ſuppoſe, that you will for your own 
ſakes, lend a | ann iy Ear to a Perſon that 
wiſheth you well. Pray miſtake me not; 
I am king no Fees from you, neither 
am I brib'd to give you this Advice; for 
I'll aſſure you I have no other Concern 
in this matter, than that which really 
tends to your own and the publick Good. 

You'll ask me perhaps, why I make you 
the Objects of my Advice and Cure? But 
having told you this already, 1 will not 
now detain you from the Remedy inten- 
ded you. | | 

In the firſt Place then, learn to fear 
God and honour the Queen: for the Fear 
of the Lord is the Beginning of Wiſdom; 
and they that have this Wiſdom are duti- 
ful andpeaceable, always living in the re- 
ligious Fear of God, and in a conſcientious 
Subjection and Obedience to thoſe he has 
appointed to rule and govern us under him. 

Such a Behaviour and Deportment as 

this towards our Rulers, is what the Wiſe 
 Manexhortsus to, when heſays, my Son, 
fear thou the Lord and the Ning: And in 
another Place, I counſel thee,in regard 4 I 
C 2 te, 


1 
the Oath of God, to keep the Kings Com- 
mandments, 1,e, to honour, reverence and 
obey him, not preſuming to call in queſtion 
or cenſure his Actions, becauſe as he adds, 
where the Word of a King is, there is Pow- 
er: and who may ſay unto him what doſt 
thou 2 But can you now be ſuppoſed 20 
fear God by whom Kings reign, or to ha- 
nour the Queen his Yicegerent, when you 
{fide with, and countenance a Set of Men, 
who are ſo impious and wicked, as to make 
a Mock of Sin; who deride Religion and 
the more immediate Profeſſors of it, and 
who are ſo daring and impudent astofeem 
to arrogate to themſelves the Right of gui- 
ding the Scepter, if not the Power of diſ- 
poſing of it at their Will and Pleaſure: A 
Set of Men, who cenſure and condemn 
their Fellow Subjects, as guilty of great 
Crimes; for being true to their Principles 
in the Worſhip God requires of us, and 
the Allegiance we owe her Majeſty. In a 

word, a Set of Men, who under a pretence 
of Liberty, are always 3 to quarrel 
and find fault with the Diſpenſation of 

any Power that does not ſuit with their 
Intereſt and Inclinatioon. 


The 
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The next thing, Gentlemen, I ſhall 
preſcribe you, is Gratitude ;, and this you 
owe in a particular manner to this Nation 
which has heap'd Favours upon you. I 
need not recount them to you, becauſe 


your ſelves have abundantly experienc'd 


them, and every body elſe are Witneſſes of 
them. It becomes you therefore to carry 
your ſelves after 2 reſpectful and grate- 
ful manner as may beſt teſtify both your 
Senſe of, and Thankfulneſs for them. 
I cu cannot but be ſenſible that Ingra- 
titude is a baſe, horrid and unpardonable 
Vice. Tis a Complication of.Sins, and has 
been always ſtigmatiz d S the worſt of 
Characters and detefted by moſt Men. The 
very Heathen abhorr'd and abominated 
theGuiltand Imputation of it; /i ingratum 


dlixeris, omnia dixeris, was a ſaying com- 


mon aniong the wiſer and honeſter Part 
of them: They could not imagine or con- 
ceive any thing worſe in Nature, than an 


ungrateful Perſon, Wherefore reflect now 
alittle with your ſelves, upon your preſent 
Bchaviour, with reſpect to thoſe you are 
ſo highly oblig d to, and tell mę with what 
Face you can pretend to Gratigude, either 


0 
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to any of your Friends in particular,or to 
the Nition in general, when ſo many of 
you are ſo unworthy, as to traduce your 
Bene factors, and ſo arrogant as to cenſure 
the Actions of your Governors, and act the 
Part of a ſuperior Power over them. But 
whoſo rewardeth evil for good, evil ſhall 


herein, think you, ſelf condemn'd, and 
ſtand guilty of the worſt ofCrimes? And 
don't you ſeem herein to tread in the ſteps 
of thoſe Sons of Belial, who in that fa- 
tal Year of 41 gave us ſuch abominable 
Inſtances of their Diſloyalty and Ingrati- 

| tude, as are for ever to be remembr'd to the 
8. juſt Diſgrace and Infamy of the Authors 

thereof, and for the warning of others 
from falling into ſuch wicked and unpar- 


only Rebellion, therefore a cruel Meſſen- 
ger ſhall be ſent againſt bim. 
Another thing worthy your Care and 
Obſervation, is, that you would ſtuay to 
be quiet, and be perſwaded that as by Mer- 
cy and Truth Iniquity is purg*d, fo likewiſe 
IF Unanimity in the Diſcharge of your 
Duty and brotherly Love, a religious 


Fear 


not depart from his Honſe. Are you not 


donable Practices. An Evil Man ſeeketh ' 


( | 
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Fear of God, and a conſcientious Subje- 
ction und Obedience to his Ficegerents 
here on Earth, are Duties that beſt be- 
come you; they are means that will in- 
fallibly reſtore you to your former Sound- 
neſs of Mind, and procure you a laſting 
Peace and Quietnels in this e 

certainly is the greateſt Bleſſing and Hap- 
pineſs, you can hope or wiſh for in this 


World. And the way to effect and ſecure 
theſe to your ſelyes, is to act in your own 


proper Spheres, mind your own buſineſs, 
and not to hazard or diſturb the Peace of 
the Church and State in which you live, 
by a pragmatical Intruſion into Matters 
that belong not to you. 

If you were as heartily and really af- 
fected towards God and the Advancement 
of Religion, as 2 are warm and earneſt 
in your needleſs Diſputes and Debates a- 


bout Politicks and Government, matters 


that are quite foreign to you: If your Con- 
verſations in the World were temper'd 
with the Innocence of the Dove and the 
Wiſdom of the Serpent, you would then, 
I perſwade my ſelf, act and diſcourſe with 
more Moderation and Diſcretion than at 

1 QT Hift-'; ob pee 


N . 


— — 


e 
preſent you areobſerv'd to do. But when 
you hear the boly Name of God blaſphe- 
med, his Religion expos'd and ridicul'd, 
his Price defpis'd and abus d, you can 
then fit as eaſy and unconcern'd, as if 
they were things not worthy your Re- 
ſentment and Correction. 


I cannot, I think; better conclude this 
friendly Letter to pou than by offering 

to yourſerious Conſideration, the fol low- 
ing Paragraph of Her Majeſties moſt gra- 
cious Speech, lately recommended to us 

from the Throne, viz. J could heartily -. 
wiſh, that Men would ſtudy to be quiet, 
and vs their own Buſineſs, rather than 
buſie themſelves in reviving Queſtions 
and Diſputes of a very high Mature, and 
which muſt be with an ill Intention, ſince 
they can only tend to foment, but not to 
heal our Dibilions and Animolities. 


Jam, 
Gentlemen, | 
| iN our, KC . 
London Auguſt. 1710. 
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